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Literary History break with Richard Moore

All the world’s a stage: Western Theatre
from the Greeks to the present.

From Monday the 1st of March until the morning
of Friday the 5th of March 2027
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The Green Park Hotel, Clunie Bridge Road, Pitlochry,
Perthshire PH16 5JY
Tel: 01796 473248
www.thegreenpark.co.uk
bookings @thegreenpark.co.uk




All the world’s a stage: Western Theatre
from the Greeks to the present.

Exit, Pursued by Bear’ : An Introduction to the History of
European and American Theatre.

It is well known that the word ‘tragedy’ derives from the Greek for ‘goat-song’ and
that ‘comedy’ comes from komos, referring to the lively, often bawdy, revels of
the Ancient Greeks, many conducted in pantomime procession. But how were
the earliest surviving plays performed, what were the rules of production, and
who exactly constituted the backers and the audience?

This is the sort of question to be answered in this course which will provide a
short but comprehensive look at Western drama from about 500 B.C. to the
present. Here you will find not just Greeks and Romans but the Mediaeval
mystery and miracle plays and the influential force of the Italian commedia dell’
arte. You will hear of the rediscovery of the plays of Seneca and the explosion on
the scene of the Elizabethan and Jacobean dramatists. Later come other
influences, among them 18t century female playwrights and the so-called
‘Laughing Comedy’. Also on the menu are nautical melodrama, the social issues
drama of the early 19t century, and the Theatre of Absurd and Theatre of Cruelty
of the 20t. We shall also look at the vicissitudes of the acting profession, noting
for instance the case of Charles Somerset who had once written popular
melodramas for the Surrey, Adelphi and Olympic, and was finally seen standing
before the Mansion House with a label round his neck, declaring : ‘Ladies and
gentlemen, | am starving’.

The course will combine an on-going look at drama’s development with individual
study of key texts (listed below). There will also be some use of DVD (e.g. in
connection with She Stoops to Conquer.) Please could those attending
particularly try to bring a copy of The Room by Harold Pinter as we will read this
aloud in class.



Core Texts :

Medea by Euripides
King Lear by Shakespeare

The Beau Defeated by Mary Pyx and She Stoops to Conquer by Oliver
Goldsmith

Widowers’ Houses by George Bernard Shaw

A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams,

The Bald Prima Donna by lonesco and The Room by Harold Pinter
Translations by Brian Friel.

Top Girls by Caryl Churchill.

Other works which will be particularly mentioned and explained :

The Second Shepherd’s Play (a Mediaeval Mystery Drama)
The Kept Mistress (authorship uncertain — an 18t century afterpiece)

Lovers’ Vows (Mrs. Inchbald) (The play used by Jane Austen in Mansfield
Park)

The Factory Lad (Douglas Jerrold)

The Colleen Bawn and The Poor of New York (Dion Boucicault)
The Grand Duke (W.S. Gilbert)

The Balcony (Jean Genet)

The Fire-Raisers (Max Frisch)

Waiting for Godot (Samuel Beckett)

(There is no need to read any of the above but you can if you like!)



Literary History break with Richard Moore

All the world’s a stage: Western Theatre
from the Greeks to the present.

Monday the 1st of March

So as to make the most of your day, feel free to arrive any time from mid-morning
onwards. Complimentary tea, coffee, and biscuits will be available in the main lounges
- please just help yourself.

6.00pm.
The first organised activity will be a sherry reception held in room nine on the first

floor of the main building. This will give you the chance to meet your hosts from the
Green Park, your tutor Richard Moore, as well as your fellow guests.

6.30pm - 8.00pm.
A four course dinner will be served in the dining-room, followed by coffee, tea, and

shortbread in the lounges.

Tuesday the 2nd of March

8.00am - 9.45am.
A full Scottish breakfast will be served in the dining room.

From 10.00am - morning session
Literary History session with Richard

Break for a buffet lunch in the dining room 12.30 - 1.30pm.

From 2.00pm - afternoon session
Literary History session with Richard

From 6.00pm.
A pre-dinner Sherry reception in the main lounge.

From 6.00pm - 8.00pm.
A four course dinner will be served in the dining room, followed by coffee
and shortbread in the main lounge.



Wednesday the 3rd of March

8.00am - 9.45am.
A full Scottish breakfast will be served in the dining-room.

From 10.00am - morning session
Literary History session with Richard

Break for a buffet lunch in the dining room 12.30 - 1.30pm.

From 2.00pm - afternoon session
Literary History session with Richard

From 6.00pm.
A pre-dinner sherry reception will be held in the main lounge.

From 6.00pm - 8.00pm.
A four course dinner will be served in the dining room, followed by coffee and
shortbread in the main lounge.

Thursday the 4th of March

8.00am - 9.45am.
A full Scottish breakfast will be served in the dining-room.

From 10.00am - morning session
Literary History session with Richard

Break for a buffet lunch in the dining room 12.30 - 1.30pm.

From 2.00pm - afternoon session
Literary History session with Richard

6.00pm.
An informal bucks-fizz reception will be hosted by Richard in the main lounge.

Everyone will have downed tools by now, and this is an excellent opportunity to unwind
and enjoy the company of Richard and your compatriots.

From 6.00pm - 8.00pm.
A four course dinner will be served in the dining room, followed by coffee and

shortbread in the main lounge.



Literary History break with Richard Moore

All the world’s a stage: Western Theatre
from the Greeks to the present.

Friday the 5th of March

8.00am - 10.00am.
A full Scottish breakfast will be served in the dining room.

The McMenemie Family and everyone at the Green Park
hope that you will have enjoyed your stay with us,
and that you have a safe journey home.

The cost of the 2027 four night Literary History
break is £644.00 per person.

Martin
Esslin

(s @ &
CHOICE e
oo Gren /o)

r d - A César Award Winner
ripadvisor Scottish Hotel of the year




Personal History Richard Moore
r.moore313@btinternet.com

M.A. Degree in English Literature
(Cambridge University)

Research Diploma in English
Literature, History and Society
(Cantab.) - Distinction.

P.G.C.E. (Distinction) - Southampton
University.

Doctorate in Victorian Fiction and
Theatre - University of Wales.
(Special Award for work on W.S.
Gilbert and The Theatre of the
1890’s.)

Richard is a lecturer and creative

writer, the author of over eighty plays and a number of musical works. He
gained his first degree at the University of Cambridge and taught in schools
for many years. In 1989 he gained his Ph.D. taking as his subject
Christianity and Paganism in Victorian Fiction. He then went on to work as a
Deputy Head and Head of English at Queen Ethelburga’s College, near
York, before moving in 2000 into University teaching.

From January 2000 until 2017 Richard was been a part-time lecturer at
Newcastle and Sunderland Universities. He has also run various courses
for adults, particularly at Higham Hall in the Lake District. His particular
academic interests are American Drama, the works of Shakespeare and
Jane Austen, Irish Literature, Victorian Music Theatre and the 20th century
Theatre of the Absurd. Currently he is writing a play about the North
Berwick Witches!

He has had three books published, one by Routledge New York, all and
reflecting his interest in theatre and music.

In addition to literature and music, Richard is particularly keen on Nature
Conservation and Ecology work. His relaxations are exploring the byways
of history and the endless reading of Golden Age detective novels.



Please tick which of the break/s you are interested in:

Martin L Jane Austen and her
Esslin world

Tuesday the 12th of January
until the morning of Saturday
the 16th of January 2027

L All the world’s a stage

Monday the 1st of March until
the morning of Friday the 5th of
March 2027

POSTCODE TEL. NUMBER

TYPE OF ROOM / ROOMS REQUIRED

TWIN DOUBLE SINGLE

The 2027 four night Literary History breaks cost £644.00

This amount includes the entire package as described in this programme, and there is
no supplementary charge for single accommodation.

If you wish to travel to Pitlochry by coach or rail, we will arrange for
complimentary transport between Pitlochry Station and the Green Park, for both
your day of arrival and your day of departure.

Guests wanting to stay any nights before or after the Literary Break, would be
charged at the low season rate of £150.00 per person per night for dinner bed
and breakfast.






